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:o the Matriculation Examination, and each subject for the
Eigher Examination was intended to correspond generally to
Honours in the Intermediate Examination in Arts. But the
number availing themselves of this privilege was small, and
bhe privilege itself was n ot highly valued. At the first General
Examination only nine candidates presented themselves and
six passed. In 1870 only six candidates entered for the
higher certificates, and only one of these took up two subjects.
Moreover, it was found that the chief distinctions attained
by women in these examinations were not gained in the
special subjects, but in the classical languages, mathematics.
and science. It was urged by the teachers that women did
not desire a scheme of instruction exclusively devised for
their use, but would prefer to have access to the ordinary
degrees and honours, and to be subject to the same tests of
qualification that were imposed on other students.
After much discussion the Senate and Convocation agreed
in 1878 to accept from the Crown a Supplemental Charter,
making every degree, honour, and prize awarded by the
University accessible to students of both sexes on perfectly
eqxial terms. The University of London was thus the first
academic body in the United Kingdom to admit women as
candidates for degrees.
One innovation in the traditional practice of Universities
in awarding degrees in the Faculty of Arts was adopted
from the first in the Matriculation Examination by
the recognition of the English language as a necessary
branch of study in addition to Latin and Greek. In
1859 special provision was made for including English
Philology and Literature in the examinations for degrees
and honours in Arts. The University also founded, for the
first time in England, a Faculty of Science, and in the
year 1860 began to hold examinations for the degrees of
Bachelor and Doctor in that Faculty. The abandonment
of the condition of collegiate attendance in 1858 rendered
it necessary to seek other guarantees for continuous study,
and an Intermediate Examination in Arts was introduced
in 1859. The candidate for the degree of B.A. was then
required to pass two examinations and was no longer per-
mitted to obtain a degree by a single examination two years
after Matriculation. Similar arrangements were made on